Enemy
Agent

ls smallpox a weapon of
mass destruction? Should

Americans be scared?

in his own words @
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The post-9/11 waorld raises no end of wworries to keefr us dwake at might, and
one of the most disquieting fs: Could some enemy attack the United States
with a massive dose ¢ -||".-riln.'1'|r|rrr:-1.':" This queestion tos ik oom nerw wrgenrcy Now §,
twhen government officials acknoteledged that, along with the U.S., Irag, North
Korea, Russia and France have probably cultured the lethal virns. Maore dis-
tnrbing, some Oof a stockpile amassed by the Soviets during the Cold War is miss-
ing, inciting fears that the potential biological weapon may have fallen into the
bawnds of terrorist growps such as Al-Quaeda.

Lang one of the world's most feared sconrges, smallpox was declared
eradicated in 1980 thanks to a global effort led by the World Health Orpa
rnization. No country bas immunized its children since 1986—the ULS. stopped
it 197 2—because the risk of a severe and even deadly reaction to the vaccine
{rehich is derived from a live viens related to smallpox) now outweighs the
chances of mfection. This month, however, the Pentagon will begin vaccinating
roughly 500,000 troops—first those responsible for assisting civilians in the
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